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editorial

ther has tried their hand at prophesy, from

N arblusn ing olmanac. Science-Fiction edito-
rs elicting the events of the coming year,
1 el subjects on which they have
7.'. .

Cmttl4, RES the first and probe-
d scientific background and
scieontific . discovery he
forascast u marvels. If he wore to write a seguel to
KALPH  teday Bbe might find his task a little more difficult, reason, wae
shall soon have Space~-flight and although we can prediet the possible fut=
ure inventions of wman, we ocannot predict the possible inventions of other
races eith which we may come into contact during the next few centuries.
Races which may have as much in common with us as we have with the protoze
@7, and once man takes his place amongst the other races of the Galaxy ,
the introduction of avan inveqtions and their modifications to Terra ,
san confound any edictions which  we of the twentieth ocertury care to
sttempts Turniag fro TGiLnuL‘*G gredictions te the ™ what will happen in
2053 ", type of thing, we would like to mention an article cn this smubject
by Norman Weedall , to be published shortly in 3pace-Times . This covers
moet of our own opinions on this type. cof thing =0 we have little else to
say. It is in.our opinion tho' that no cne is able te predict = fevont”,
Invention yes,® out not an event Accurately. Ray Palmer aas in recent lssu-
ed of his magazine Uther Worlds , featwred w» series of articles written by
himself, entwtled, “Thu Man From ToumoryowY, One of his firmest predictions
was that Barry S. Truman’ wotld be reewclecten to the White HoUSCeneooe

Would you care Ig atte vt ‘an acousate prediction 2?77 And so confound YeEd.
We suggest a uOMubt“t"“ﬂ with a year subscriviicn to N.8.,F.C. as prize.
What we ask you  tb” do is bthis.' Prophosy any event of this year 1953, with-
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in & ten - day period . Put your predlct*o and its approximate date on a
posteard and send it to us. A4t the begining of next year we will publish
vour predicticn and &et how good you were o dave a go folks, it could be a
lot of fun, for yeu, aand for us at least, it will give an added interest
when reading the -‘_nlng DAPEreve

Eric Benftcliffe.

1+0+0+0+O0+O+O+ 0+ 0+ O+

>

COMING TO THE COROCON 2?7

This years London Convention promises to be Englands!. biggest yet, and if
the expected number of American Fans turn up, the most “nternational yetes
Many wc71-kﬂrwn acti-fans, Walt Willis, Vingd Clarke, Fred Robinscn will

<3 T

most vrobably be there, tcgether with many others. Authors whom you all
T lraow by name, A.C.Clarke, Bill Temple, Ted Tubb and others ®wiil be there
Soace+ Times

for you to meet and talk to. Fan-clubs will be represcnted
will be there too...The cost of the CJon . is; 2/6 realstration
whenever you like) and 5/- for eash of
LCNDON uCIENCE FICTION COMVENTICT, ¥
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rhe ego  §por.
This_month's victim..H.P.SANDERSON.

&y is 21 and a Sergeant in the Army Pay Corps . A falrly recent
N.8.,F.C, he is, neverthulesu, one of its wost active ones, He

S Fandom at last years London Conventicn, and thought most of the
people he conversed with were “Reuud the Bend®, Sincv that auspicicus occ=-
asion a bv«-le theroughly embroiled in the sctivities, many and vare
iedy~c Tany nd Qﬂlw\bf thet he too is now as ocrazy as the rest
of use Number one mag on his lmgt ias .%he Ma*nzia@ of Fant‘sy and Scilence=-
Filectic v itk LeR Vun Vogi.Sandy is not only his nick-name nor
does AR the wan hinoelf, HIC, by which adjective he is known
to ni L8 ’ nore desoriptive, Derivation of this mame??? HIC
likes Sonte slkey at, and many an interesting discourse o¢f hie has to
be halted temporarily whilst MHe gives vent to his feelings. It has been
suggested by se'eral members of the Club that HIC is actually a mutant, and
that Wis stumach 'is similar in ¢ truction te a 'Xlein' bettle, hence all
liqucr consumeéd ( 1ch sppdrently has no effect whatever con him) passes in-
te the fourth diwmension. Hic hws hopes of turning out in the future sever-
‘2l items for your edificaticn. We hope he wWilleeess

E/x/ﬁ/ﬁ/ﬁ/ﬁ/ﬁ/x/ﬁﬁﬁf"ﬁlﬁ/ﬁ

DALE'"S DIARY

- by
: Dale « R . Smith.,

The 11lth World ‘Scienceé-Fiction Convention,; Phila delpflu, Sept.5th,6th and
7th &f 1953, has issued “Progress .report No, 1, The membership list in
this issue totals 86 and my membership card is No. 1662. How dc they fig-
ure? #illy Ley will be guest cof honor., K Members of this Convention may be
given colonisation rights to astercids, planets or other Galaxyles. Noth-
ing definite en this yet, but with mg crater on the Mcon I feel that a
-_fpice quiet astercid. would be just the ' think for weck-end trips.

: May L reuoﬁ 1end a bodk’ ? Thank you., It is LIMBO by Bernard #Wolfe,
ppblishcu by Random House at € 3.50, The jacket precclaims, " A dinbolic

ale - mad, merry and moastrous - of men and women caﬁght in the vortex cf
nl\torJ yvet to happen ! For those who‘énjoy adult S=F this book is a plea-
sure., lhere is no space opera here. There is logic, philcsophy, psychology
and a thomoughly ¢ntr1gu1nn story., Amyone who likes Wylie should like Wolfe;

New magazines continue to appear. There arc three so far this year :

cluding LOPS IX CILJbL FICTION which I menticned last nonth. AVON SCIENC CE
TION AND FANTASY READER I8 QYT,-Vol.l. Nowl, dated Jah., 1953. It is
ket slze, 1L8 pages, has a nice cover (nc naked w:usn)_and the interior
_rt work is &q1tc pass=ble.And all the stories are new. This iz scheduled
18 a quarterly. - FANTASY MAGAZINE, Voll.No.l. Feb., 1953, is also pocket
31zc, 160 pages, has a nudc on the cover and good 1nter...or 'illustrations.
This cone is bi~wmenthly “nu ¢onvains no ren;iﬁug.
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this month is a Iittle short. The rain reason is that I am short
timc, By the time you are reading this I wili be moving to 2 new house.
is in a much nicer location and has more roowm for ny zrowing collecticn
¢f cooks and nagazines. Buylng the new one and selling this place has pro-
ved rather CO“DllC;teu, and packing and moving will be equally as difficult.

But it Wlll be worth the e¢ffort -« I will have two fireplaces instezd of none,
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by
Feocff Lewds
Withcut his help, T wot, (%) His name I durst not tell,
Read this ye would not. But =ay, thou know'st hin well!
Fer ne thus far, I do declare A clue herewith; 1list, hear, & mark;
His effurt, aye, a lion's share, 'He needs no o0il to keep it dark'.

Never so brave a wight At 'Mancon' to the fore

E'er in such a hapless plight.
Sc would he do what he nust doj
That thou shouldst benefit.accrue,

Odds-1ife!, his labour be
E'en harder now, dost see?
'Belzoni's Mummy' gquotes his size.

And talked his larynx scre.
But he is known, I tell no lies,
.Far frem the dull Mancunian skies.

“What fellow! Need'st ye more

Than what has gone before?

Then one last pointer, this the pith,
His motto is 'Cymru am Byth's

He loccks on heaven with-matching eyes.

For guessing the identit*es cencealed in cach set of these caricatures in
verse = a prize.. I will.give one pair of nylons for the ladies, or one

pair of fancy 50X to the gents..esesh set comprises EIGHT of these caricat-
ures in consecutive issues of SpacesTimes..,.In the first set all are well-
known to N,S.F.C. members, and some to fandom at large. In subsequent sets
CSue allowance will be made for members.who cannot attend club meetings...
Send your-guesses to:- Geoff Lewis, Merry Hampton, Holly Road, Wilmslow,Chcs.
somseecececeee—=0r to the Editorsceseesscses

o/e/e/e/a/0/0/R/0/@
’ - A BADGE POR BRITISH FANDOM!!
.

It has been suggested by several people that a lapal or pln-typc bﬂdge with
a Science Fiction.metif might be an idea worth considering, We of the N.S,
.0, have thought of the idea for our club - as have several other clubs
and scoieties - . However, upon makiang onquiries, we were slightly shaken
°n discovering what it wenld cost to produce these for a limited number of
peoples  When, in "August last year, we wers visited by Xen 5later, a discu~
esion cn this idea was held with O0.F., N.8.,7.C., and the LIVERPCOL Scciety
tasing part and stating their opinicns. The counclusicn reached was that al-
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though 2 badge for any one club was cut due to the high cost, a badge for
Fandcm en masse was Quite a feasible proposition. This could be made with
a space provided for an inscription giving the name of the local fan-club.
How whether a badge is produced or not depends entirely cn YOU; we ask you
tc let us know if you would like & badge of this nature, what you would be
prepared to pay for it, how many you require, and any other comments you
may wish to wnke. Deslwns for the badge are also invitel. These will in due
course be published in Operaticn Fantast for your oproval and selection,
4ll correspoundgnce, c% thls natter to fe, and nleasc, if you wan: me to stay
S&NE.esesPUT IT all O.L‘I L POSTCARD, o .

Eric Bentcliffes .
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) THE LUNATIC FRINGE:seseooss
is a term of approbation whiech did not start with fandem; and I can't re-
gall just who introduced it either to fandem, cr to the English language..
Not that it matters. But that fringe is the very antithesis of all that
the Little Men of Berkeley, Calif., hold dear: OF so ome would gather from
the scathing comments that may be found in the pages of Rhodomagnetic Di-
gest ‘regarding scne of the more fruitcake™ episodes in the life of fandom.
i I wonder just what their reaction hag been to the lovely slice of
nut-encrusted cake that Ray Bradbury purchased for two hundred bucks??
In a one-page spread in DAILY VARIETY Ra 2y addresses himself to
"THE REPUBRLICAN PARTY™
"You have won, and . the ‘-Democrats are now the opposxtlon. And so it is time
for someone to remind ycu of a few words that you yourselves speke during
the campaign concerning your fear of losing the two-party system.
U1 remind you that the two-party system exists and: will continue to exist
for the next four years. Every attempt that you rnake ‘to identify the Repub-
llca Party .as the American Party, I will resist. Every attempt that you
make.te identify the Democratic Party as the garty of Coumunism, as the le-
ft wing or 'subversive' party, I will attack with all my heart and soul.”
. Those ‘are” the opening paragraphks. Ray continues by suggesting that
'USA W has too much %o fear.in a country that has no right to be afrﬁld",
and says that he does not want"to hear any more of this claptrap".
; After adimonishing the Republicams for their threats to " our in-
dividual rights', Ray then proceeds to threzten them: -"But God. help you if
‘you lay o land on any one of us again, or try to twist the,Const;tutlon
aqd the Bill. of Bights tc your own purposes.h
Florabel Malr, cclumnist.in the L.A. error, reportlng this in the
Hovember 12 issuej corments: " I den't know how he (Bradbury) became spoke-
sman for the-other 25,000,000 Democrats but he! s having at it anyway."
‘ Personally, I'll admit that I don't know nmuch about American pol-
itigs, and the ¢1fferences '$wixt Democrats and Republicans are things as
sonfusing to me d4s the differences’ between our own major parties: in the UK.
But I do »rofess to 2 certain amcunt of common-sensey and it seens to me
absurd, firstly, tc spend £ 200 epn such a futile effort; sccondly, to attack
so virulently before anyone has had'a”chance to denonstrate. whether pronises
will bé¢ kept or broken; ulrrly, to nssume thp right to speak for 25,000,000
other pgople; fourthly, to prejudice your cwn echances in this way - Ray
Bradbury has just been offered ~ contract by semecne whe aided the Fisen-
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Lower coooaign in ne inconsiderable fashion; fifthly....well, I could go
on , andi on, but tc no more point than Mr Bradbury's own effort.
But, if this is the way of the sane and logical, thank Ghu I be-
long to the lunatic fringceieecoves
A Keaneth F. Sliater.

B e DR L L bt ok o

lector’s.. item.

by

Frank Richards.

80 you want to become a collector of S-F hard-covers?....0f course, the
easiest way is first to becime a millionaire, but.this article is - dir-
ected at the few fans who do not come into that catebcry (?)..To those
lordly felluws who can afford to buy every bock that cumes,uut, I say,
Yhere's where this article ends for you%. g 1

For the remainder, these of us who hdve tv work for 1t. the folle-
owing may contain a mite of interest.

The first thing is to get rid of all your other vices; such 2s:
girl friends, wives, smoking, drinking, football pools, and all the. oth—.
er things that a wife wishes her husband would be born without the need
for.

" To be serious for a moment and decend from the ridiculous to the
sublime, my way of tackling the hroblem-—-anu it is a problem~--might
help one or two who read this.

The first thing I noticed when I decided to oollect hard covers,
was the current profusion of them in the S-F field. Obviously, I could'nt’
hope to obtain them all; indeed, at the time, I dldn't see how I could get
any of them-- and still 1live on my wage.

So I set about’ considering ways and means. One thing that struck
me immediately was the 'series' types; both in the books themselves and
in the Authors. After careful consideration of the field, I deciced to
confine the bulk of my collection to these seriesj and only collect mint
copiés, Yoth in the books themselves and the covers. There's nothing I
hate more than a crummy'book or a torn and battered cover.

To keep within my financial capacity I decided that I should have
to do my buying on a kind of hire-purchase system. At ay first try I was
lucky..I wrote to Ted Carnell, of New Worlds, whc is a bookseller as well
as an editor ( plug here,Ted!) and eventually fixed up to send a sum  of
money (what I could afford) more or less every week, and he would send nme
books , from the list which I sent 'kin, as ny credit built up. Tkhis has
proved to be an ideal arrangement. Ted sends ne regular previews of books,
in stock and forthcoming, from which I, from time tt time, supplement .the
list which he heclds for ne.

My first ambition was to get the complete series of E. E Smlth ]
books, and, with a lct of help from Ted, I have managed to get the three
'Skylark! books, 'Spacehounds', and the first four of the 'Lensman' series
which have been vpublished to cate. The last two,-due this year and next ,
are on order----and some of those I have mentioned here have been out of
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»rint for scme tine,

_ Tiien came all of A4,C.Clarke's books,(the 'author' series) Explor-
ation, Ianterplanetary flight, Prelude, and Sands of Mars., All five of
Bob Heinlein's 'Future History' serics are on order, I have Asimov's 'Fo-

undation', the first of the series, and the second one on order,
lboub“ I am not particularly fond of weird-fantasyy I have acquir-

¢l Dennis Wueutley 'Devil Rides Out', 'The Golden Spaniard' and . 'Strange
Conflict', These are three of an even larper sot. of stories about the same
characters, but I'm satisfied with three. I like Wheatley, so these agree
with both the buck, and author, series theme,There is his scisnce-fantasy
trio, 'Uncharted Sess', 'The Man who Missed the war' andt'They‘Eound Atl-
antis' - now published in cne volume at 17/6. whiok is a darned good buy.
All three are ir the regicn cf 100,000 ur more worls each, the last one is
completely cut of print in its rlqblc forme. Then bbcre ig his latest, the
Flying Saucer epic, 'Star of I1l-Omen', A4l)l thesé il have on order,

Next comes Bradbury. I have tnc—'Sllver Yogusts' {Martian Chroni-
cles), a cc;plete series in one sbuok, and on crder,is pis 'IXlustrated Man'.
Again. combining two themes

.In ghe smaller series .there comes Paul Capoa s 'The Other Side of
The Sun', and,'The Cther Half of the Planet'. Ron!Hubbards 'Slaves of Sleep’
and 'quters of Sleep',: 'Dawh of Flame' and ‘Black Flame' by Weinbaum. All
these I have got or on order but I Shall have to leave Welnbaum s other
works; 'Martian Odyssey' and 'Red Peri' until laten.-

" " Anthologies I leave almost eﬂtlrely alone, I find that, for three
reasons, they do not fit into my scheme very welf; Being an old fan I find
that I have read a lot of the stories ocontained Ehereln' there are toc na-

.ny in print to keep within my budget, and, thlrdgy, I like a full-length

story in prneference to a short or noveletts, Mjnéﬁyou. I have nothing ag-
ainst anthologies, I have two in zmy library, but g shall not - collect many
of them for the above reasons, - v g

There are many more books that come w1ﬁh;r my 'serles theme that
are not mentioned here simply because I have be;m unable to bring them wi-
thin.my budget to date, However, I am nct losif@ sight of them, but search
@vidly for them in the various reviews, bookgg¢ller's literature etc. with
& wary eye on their possibly going out of pfint before I can get then or-
dered, You have to keep a tight rein on your pocket once you are bitten
by .the collectlnp bug and many a time I have had, raluctantly, to strike
nunercus Séoks from my list when I realised Just how far in freoant I was
OO*B,‘thtO\...

Aoart from the series, there are- ooviously a number of 'musts’
in the single book line., These I vet very carefully before including them
in my list. To name a few: = Bonestell and Ley's 'Conquest of Space';
hnyer '"Tororrow sometimes Comes'y, 'The last Space-ship' by Leinster and
the 931 Award book; 'The Earth Abldes' by George R.Stcwart.

Then there are some very good buys in the British books which are
worth getting for their cheapness in compariscn to their American counter-
yarts. One way of supplementing your library is, if you live in Br1talna tc
menticn to your American. nagazine-swapper=-pal (and which fan dcesn't trade
mags with his across-the-water fellow faq?) that you save hard-covers and
you may be akle to arrange to exchange British nags for fmerican Bocks as
well as magazines, This applies equally as well to the Anerican hard-cover

collector, your friend cver nere may be: Hleased ‘to swap British Books for
Lumerican Mags.
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To give encouragement tc those contemplating starting a hard-cover collect-
ion, let me add that I have been at it only twelve ncanths, and, to date,
have accurmlated 35 science=fiction and fantasy hard-cover books, both Bri-
tish and American, at an average cost of 6/~ a weckand, apart from the ple-
agure of the books ‘themselves, "I have had, and am still having, a lot of
fun oyt of the actual 'pathering together® of my library.

Actually, Dave Cohen should have written this article as he has
done for better in ‘this liné than I have; I believe -his collection runs
intc the sixties, and he began &bout the same time*as,T did.Keep that wri-
ting desk locked, Dave! To you other readers: large.colledtions and good
reAdiNEia e v bioions s : " END T
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animal,veqetable,or alien

Eric ™ Bentcliffe,

Other clubs! propose badges, the N.S,F.C., going one step further,is
to have its own ashtrays. These will incorporate a Spaceship motif and will
be on sale shortly after you read this . The maker is Pete Baillie , the
price will be nominal. The mob is about to embark cn an intensive ‘recruit-
ing drive in the'Manchester arsa 9y cne cf the main features of this drive
is a poster drawn by Harry Turner , whichwe hope to display, not only in
the bookshops of Manchester, but in the Public libraries as well.,We should
like to go down on Pecord as saying that this is the hest:S-F poster, of
any type yet produced. The first SLICK science-fiction magazine is now out
in America, we have recieved a specimen cover from it and, ‘folks, if you
can judge-a mag by its cover, this one is going to be good, Printed on glo-
sy paper, and large size,: this magazine is edited by "the father of S-F%
Hugo Gernsback, who has been out of ‘the SF fiéld for several years. Another
'old-timer' artist, Frank Paul, is the art editor, and has drawn the back
cover for issue number one; time, in our opipion, has improved his style
considerably. The mag is titled SCIENCE FICTION PLUS, and for the appear-
ance of the mag this is. no misnomer, Another mew mag which has just reac-
hed us is the third of a chain of mags edited by Lester del Rey, FANTASY
MAGLZINE, is its title, digest size, this is styled.after UNKNOWN and is
reccounended to anyone who prefers their fantasy to be light~hearted and
who dislike the 'Gothic' type of weird yarn. The second issue will feature
a novel by de Camp and Pratt about the invader of odd dimensions, Harold
O*Shea, This sequel to "Mathematiocs of Magic®, “Castle of Iron" and "Incom-
Plete Enchanter® is eagerly awaitedse..The British magazine YAuthentic®
and the American ‘‘Other Worlds™ seem to be working ¥ a bit of a.fiddle to-
gether', The current issue of OW features Bill Temple's story from the Jan
ish of AuSF., The February AuSF features S.G.Byrnes "Naked Goddess® (retitl-
ed) from'a 'not 'so long ago* OW, . story we can recommend in not a very
popular mag is WSargasso of Lost Cities“ in the Spring '53 issue of 2CSA
Bookse This story by James Blish, is astually a sequel to his "Okie" series
which,of course, appeared in Asf - and a good yarn to boot...e.oHaving for
cnce sonme spare cash, we bought Don,B.,Day's "Index to the 8F hagazines,
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6-195C)%, and what an index it is, If you are a collector, and can
e 45/6, et it, you will find it invaluable, (The Milcress have it
ck)., Another 'Vioce-=Versa' itemis....Hamilton's are reprinting thel
it bound books "Beyond the Invisible% and “Born in Caprivity zs pockot~
Looks. Curtis Warren,on the other hand, are bringing out hard cover versicus
cf several of their PB titles. This,at least, should please the respeciive
cumpeay's authors...seeNewest Fardzine to rcack us. is Peter Canmpbell's ftwo-
in-cne mag, "Delphi-Gorzonzola'; this is 2 one-shot so do not send a sub
for it to Pete. Instsad send him a sub fer his 'soon to be' ANDROMEDA (1/9)
This magazine is to fenture the 'Best in Fan-fioction', and will appear bi-
monthly; the first iesue will have ?*ft""qes, and judzing by Jete's Ues-
cription, should be well woruh hovin ........u Dutch science-fiction mag
has now appeared, entitled, “PLANEETH, The first issue contains a reprint
of the second Jon.JdiDeepan story fronm-¥iuthentic® (yclept)i-In case you
feel your collection will not be complete without this item, the address
of the publisher is:= M/s PropaX,” Koniagspein, 17, Den H, Haag, Nederlands.
We have not heard from the other Scandinavian countries recently, but some
tine ago Dag Siggerud c¢f Nerway informed us that 2 weekly publication feat-
uring ST was going the rounds in Sweden.British and American S¥ does, of
course, trickle through in small amounts.into these countries, but the home-
grown product is very, scarce. In France last year, we spotted gquite a nun-
ber of imerican Pb's and a similar number of "Vargo Statten's%,These are
published in French by George Gallet, who has been a fan for a long tinme.
.On February the first, B.B.C. Television gave ms the Science-Fiction play
Number Three®..A taut and tense drsma about a nuclear re¢search station
and dits staff's reaction to'an even ‘'bigzer weapon', Charles Irving who
authcred the ~lay, has been a reader cf S-F (states the Radio Times) for
rany years, aud enjoys H.G.Wells stories as much as the'nodern master' Ray
Bradbury....We hope he will sell the B.B.C, on more Science-Fiction......-

END.
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Eric’ Jones.

from fhe Dally Express: spiow AHEAD! . A joker is sending out letters from
the Interplanetary Postal Union, complete with specimens of the first issue
of postage stamps for space mail....A Joker? That is what he may seen today,
But remember that only half a lifetime ago.a man who talked about air-mail ¢
would have secmed a joker tooi,..Ih a SLngle generﬁtﬂon man has cu,-?ron We=,
eks down to heoyrs the time it takes to traverse earuh....Can the moon,” then,
ve sa very far away?2((Comment. We suspect the leerﬁool Staunp S ales)) ‘

{ w

From The Sunday’ Express:,,gy BURYAL, PLEASL...Alexdndre Axn ianoff, +c-ycar-old
president of the Astronautics, Socle*y Jf Francej has:made a w1Tl in which he
asks that his* qsheu shall be sent with the first expedition to- the mcon and:
scattered there --if he. dies before the trip is organised,({More Lunar Dust))

Send a pocket-book for PEON to C.L.Rid dle, 108 Dunham St,lorwich,Cenn,Usa.
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H.P."Sandy" Sanderscn.
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Fart l.....ﬂeyler,Dc

Ber@ernc,Pﬁc
““'Verne,

When I started this article, sy main idea was to try tc trace the devel-
cpement of soience~fiction frcu its early beginnings. However, I found
myself becoming far more interested in the lives of the peodle responsible,
rather than the actual develepment, sc I 'sét to work te ferret out a few
life stories and the following is tnu 1esu1t.... ¥
To begin with, one of the most podular types of scienee-fiction is

that of the voyage to cther planecu. Since storles of travel and exploras
ticn - especially of dangérous voyages = pave always been populary it scems
natural that now ﬁew.fiel¢s of CXulOT?thn on this earth are few, writers®
have turned to interplanetary travel for their plots: The interplanetary
theme, however,; must rot be eonsxuéred to be a new idea. .The .first truly
scientific mcon-voyage was SOMNIUM (1634) written by the: astronomer Kepler,
who was horn in VWeil, Wurtenburg,, on Dec 27th 1571. His father was a reck-
less seoldier.of forture, and hls nother an un—dlClpllned and ill- educated
daughter of a burgomaster. It is no ‘wonder that, KXepler hinself grew up bod-
ily infirne. This infirmity, cougpled w1th his tremendous mental aptitude),
indicated a .theclcogical vocatien, and in’ 1584 he entered the.seminary of
Adelburg, ‘Two years: later he changéd to that of Maulhrmun, and in 1588 a
orilliant Degree of Bachelorhood aum1tted hlm to the University of Thblnge
where he 1earned Corernican- prlnclples from Mlchaal Maestlln, a man who,
later, was to bé his best friend, * ‘

In 159% he finally- broke compietely w1th hls theologlcal train-
ing, and took the Chair-of 801ence dt Gratz., He becane assistant to Tycho
Brahe in his observatory at Prague, ‘and upon Tycho's sudden-death on Oct
2hth 1601, he took.over control of the observatory. It was now that his
main astronomical work conmenced, culminating in a large number of books
which were published between 1601 and 1620, In 1620 his mother ‘was arrest-
ed and formally charged with witchcraft. Kepler was able to get her rele-
ased after many months of suffering in prison, but she died just over "a
year later in 1624, Kepler died six years later (Nov 15th, 1630) at Rat-
isbon, ¢

In SOMNIUM, published after his death, demons were .used to trans-
port his hero to the surface of the moon, on which there existed water,’
air, and life. Paraphysical methods of transportation such as this are
liable to be laughed at by the more énllghtened pecple of this, cur modern
age, but they have been used very effectively by modern authors such as
dack Williamson in his Humanoid stories, and Van Vogt “in his Null-i series,

Paraphysical methods, however, were not the only ones used by the .
early writers. Undoubtedly, one.of the mcst ingenious ideas for space = H
travel was that used by Cyrano de Bergerac {(1619-1655), a remarkable wri-
ter who had a great influence on Moliere, Cyranoc, besides composing doubt-
ful comedies and tragedies, writing political pamphlets, and exercising
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the task of literary critic by ohjecting to Scarron's burlesques, = -
cuced in his YHISTOIRES COMIQUE DES ETATS, BT EMPIRES DE Li LUNE ET LY SOT~
EIL (1656), half romantic and half sstirical compositions. The motive
er for the voyage to the sun was provided by vials of dew round his waist,
for, Cyranc argued, that as the sun sucked up the dew in the nmorninz, so
would it carry him with it. Another of hie ingenious ileas was that by wh-
+1ch he made the prophet Elijah ascend into heaven. The pronhet sat in a
vey light machine made of iron, holding a lodestone in his hand. This lcde-
stcne was then thrown in the ailr, and the wachine wyswdbbraetsld tuv it, where-
upon the prophet repeated the cperation. The cnly cbjection te this means
of propulsion is, of ccurse, the Law c¢f Gravity. '
Edgar Allan Pue, with hig "JHE INCREDIZLE ALVENTURES OF EANS PFasLM
(1835), was another of the eorly nullifiers of gravity. Poc was bourn in
Boston Mass., on Jan 19th 1509. He was only three years old when his mother,

-

& youns Enplish actress - wilew of an american player =, died, leaviug hinm
an orphan, A welleto-do ohildless woman, Mrs Allen, adonted hin, and gave
ki all the motherly care and affection that she was capable of. Through
her he received o very good cducaticn, first in England, and later at Ri-
chuond, Vay, whencc he went to the University of Virminia. Treouble with
his féster-father, who had resented hin ever since his adoption by Mrs 41l-
ey prevented him from returaing to the Mniversity after the end of the
first year, and he ran away to Boston and joined the Army. He was in the
ardy between 1827 and 1831, the last three nonths of his service being
spent at West Point; awmerica's'Sandhursth

Whilst in the Arny,. he was able to write poetry, which he managed
to get published in Boston, (TAMARLANE, 1827), Baltimcre, (AL AARAAF, 1829),
and New York, (POEM3, 1831). Upon lecaving the army, he set himself up as a
man of letters in Baltimore, wherc he first had to strugcle with poverty.
He was too proud to accept any help, and as he had neither family or friends
he struggled alone, In Baltimore he was disappointed -in love and suffered
several social slights. All this, together with his susceptibility to the
worst effects of liquor, combined with = horrible craving for it which he
cculd not always resist, clouded his disposition, and found its outlet in
the weird and horrific stories that he wrote during this period of his life,
His susceptibility to drink was the cause of hin losing many good Jjcbsy he
tried to abstain when in 1836 he was married to Virginia Clemn, but relap-
sed when his beautiful child-wife fell ill in 1844 with scant hope of re-
covery., After her death three years later, his morbid condition grew worse
and wersee..."I became insane", he wrote," with intervals of horrible san-
ity"...His last years were marked by fits of platcnio eretomania, the ob-
jects of which were successively, or_at thé 'sake itime, women of letters,
such as;lirs Osgood; Mrs Shaw (Maria Louise);Mrs Whitman(delen); Mrs Lewis
{(3tellal; and new, or old friends like Annie and Mrs Shelton. Poe died af-
ter letting himself be trapped into drinking toc much liguor; at Baltinmore
in 1549, he passed away. His genious, rather surprisingly, was first recoa-
nised in Europe,

£
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Coming nearer to our own time, we see many changes taki
vuring the latter half of the 19th century, authcers were defin
npe

5 place.
ly hes
ing scre coreful and scientific with .their ideas. In 1865 a g

n
ite o=

ared dJules

Verne's YFROM ELR EaRCH TO PHE MOON", and five years later we were intro-
duced to its sequel,"ROUND THE MOONY. Verne was born in the city of Kantes
on Feb, Oth 1825. Je went from there to Paris after leaving scheool, osten-

81bly to study law, but whilst he was there he wrote two librettos for op-
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era in conjunction with Michael Carre. Two years later, in 1850, he wrote
a verse comely, 'LBES PAILLES ROMPUES', in which Alexandfe BPumas ihad some
shaore and which was prodused at the Gymnase. For some years after this bis
interest was in the theatre, but some traveller's storics which he wrote
for the Museec les Familles, revealed to him the true quCCtlun ol his tal-

¢nt, His most successful hooks were,“VOYT”* AU CONTRE DE La TERREW (13645,
the two moon stories alrea dy mantiOned, , "VOYAGE AUTCR 29U MOWDE EX

AT~ VINGTS JOURSY, which first apgearea 1n tLe Tempo! in 1372. _
~tion of this last nonmed szcry,(gpcduced viith immense success .t “orte St
sartia thentre on 8th Nov., 1874k,), and of “n,uh‘r cxcellent tale WHICHARL
R20GOF (-t the Chatelet, 1380}, both written in conjunction with Acolphe
"Ennery, .roved to be¢ the most scceptible of Vermels wranis. Jerne was a
pember of the Lersdon of “Homour, and several of his romances were crowned
by the French sendemy, but he was never carolled nmongsih the Acaleny'ts
acmbers, hHe dicd ot Amiens con the 24th March 1305,

Returning to kis story <FROM DHE Ealld TO THD MOONY, and its seq-
uel., The “shell? fircd from the sp= cc—»un must surely be reoognised as the
first really soicntifically conceivel! space-vessel, containing as it did,
sadaed walls, gdr conditioning plant, “ylruullc shock.absorbers, etce It
was round about this time that rockets really hecame prominent in stories
of space~-travel, and,until a few years ago, it was almost inmpossible to
find one in which rockets 4id not prov1ue the means of transportationa..

Ul

Next Month - Conclusion-. Van Vogt, dells,
ana Cdu’i_t;bell- eesesse

K t=X=t=X—th=X~+=K=d=X=+=X

“¥ronge thlany froo? V,..."0uclta hasha deo®? “Eht: a zangha xo00?¥

“draghs, frajh, shaal?

Perhaps you can't read this, - but then neither can I, BUT, we can both
enjoy reading that NBW maga7'¢e.....’Vot NEW mag, 2id you say?
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